
 

Instructor:  Jacob Gabow Room #C120 
   Voice Mail (623) 376-3120 
Course Title: AP Spanish, Spanish 7-8 (H), Spanish 201-202 jacob.gabow@dvusd.org 

 https://www.dvusd.org/Page/34200 

 

Course Description:  

Advanced Placement Spanish Language covers the equivalent of a third year college course in 

intermediate and pre-advanced Spanish fluency with the goal of providing a rich, diverse learning 

experience. Students communicate using advanced vocabulary and linguistic structures as they build 

proficiency in all modes of communication toward the pre-advanced level. The AP Spanish Language and 

Culture course is a rigorous course taught exclusively in Spanish. Students will listen, read and hear 

authentic audio, visual, and audiovisual materials and focus on interpersonal, interpretive and 

presentational spoken and written communication. Such materials will include authentic recordings, 

films, newspaper articles, magazines and literature. The course explicitly addresses the Global 

Challenges, Science and Technology theme, Contemporary Life theme, Personal and Public Identities 

theme, Families and Communities theme, and the Beauty and Aesthetics theme aligned with AP Spanish 

Language and Culture requirements. The course provides opportunities for students to demonstrate an 

understanding of the products, practices, and perspectives of the target cultures. The course provides 

opportunities for students to make comparisons between and within languages and cultures and 

prepares students to use the target language in real-life settings. The course will develop language skills 

that transfer across the disciplines and which are useful within and beyond the school setting. This 

course is designed to expand and deepen students' ability to make comparisons through understanding 

language structures and the social, political, and cultural realities of people in the Spanish-speaking 

world, both here in the Phoenix Metropolitan community, as well as in the global community. The 

course provides frequent opportunities for students to demonstrate their proficiency through 

interpretive communication to understand and synthesize information from a variety of authentic 

resources. Additionally, the course provides frequent opportunities for students to demonstrate 

proficiency in interpersonal and presentational communication in both spoken and written form. This 

course is aligned with Arizona College and Career Ready Standards, national standards and supports the 

school wide efforts to increase student achievement. 

Organization: 

The course is divided into thematic units that are further based on recommended contexts and guided 

by essential questions. Corresponding cultural elements are integrated into the study of the units, and 

activities are directed with those cultural connections in mind. Discussion of the topics completely in 

Spanish is a requirement for this course. It is assumed that students have previously been exposed to 

advanced language structures in the courses leading up to the AP Spanish Language and Culture course; 
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however, review of the mechanics is done within the contextual framework of each unit as needed. 

Continuous vocabulary enrichment accompanies each unit. 

Course Objectives:  

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:  

1. Comprehend formal and informal spoken and written Spanish at an advanced level;  

2. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 11–12 topics, texts, and issues, 

building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (11-12.SL.1)  

3. Compose expository passages and arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. (11-12.W.1)  

4. Read authentic texts and determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 

text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses and 

refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text. (11-12.RI.4) 

5. Express ideas, exchange information and compare cultural topics with spoken interpersonal 

and presentational communication with accuracy and fluency  

6. Exchange information and express ideas, comparisons and opinions through interpersonal 

writing  

7. Develop persuasive presentational communication skills through writing  

8. Acquire advanced vocabulary and refine grammar structure to allow for accurate 

interpretation of audio, visual and audiovisual resources. 

Classroom Rules and Consequences: 

 1. Respect fellow students, teachers, school personnel, and property.  

2. Please enjoy your personal device / phone before and after class  

3. Participate in class. Speak Spanish, pay attention, stay on task and use technology 

appropriately.  

4. Be prepared and abide by all school policies 

 5. Drink bottled water only; no food, gum, or drinks  

6. Maintain a positive attitude!  

7. Please do not copy others’ work.  

8. Students also agree to use translator apps / internet services judiciously (for a word or phrase 

only).  

If a student breaks a rule, the progressive discipline plan will be used (as per the student handbook):  

1. Student will discuss behavior with teacher as a warning.  



2. Student will discuss behavior with teacher and parent will be contacted.  

3. Student will discuss behavior with teacher, receive a consequence and parent will be 

contacted. 

Grading: 

18 Week Grade:  A = 90%-100% Percentages are  

Reading – 20% Vocabulary and structures – 
15% 

B = 80%-89% Rounded up 

Listening – 20% Culture and connections – 5% C = 70%- 79%  

Conversational – 20%  D = 60% - 69%  

Presentational – 20%  F = below 60%  

 
 
The student will ONLY be awarded points for homework that is entirely complete. Work products 
will be turned in, graded and returned or will be checked for completion then self-checked at the 
discretion of the teacher. This is to ensure that the student attempts all assignments to the best 
of his/her ability and seeks out help as needed. I am available for academic assistance if needed.  
Tutoring is offered after school as well.  Late work is not accepted for points.  There are no extra 
credit opportunities.   
 
A student may retake a unit exam on which he/she received a “D” or “F” within two weeks of the 
original test date. The two exam grades will be averaged to determine the final grade.  Quizzes 
will occur frequently to gauge students’ learning.  Students may not retake quizzes.   
 
We strive to only speak Spanish in class.  Participation points will be awarded daily/weekly and 
students will be expected to speak in Spanish throughout the class. Participation includes 
demonstration of interest and a positive attitude through active participation in class activities, 
discussions, and pair/group activities.  Students are expected to formulate questions and to 
respond frequently during class in pairs, small groups and whole class activities.  
 

Make up Policy: 
 
Absences: After an absence, a student has one school day for each day missed to make up 
work/tests, regardless of the number of days absent. If many days were missed, please 
schedule an appointment with me to formulate a plan for the completion of make-up work. 
Make-up work for extended absences (over 3 days) may be requested through the Counseling 
Office and picked up there.   
 
Students must check the make-up files after an absence for information on missed work, tests, or 
quizzes.  One day is given to make up work (including tests and quizzes) for each day with an 
absence.  Any student swept and wanting credit for an assignment missed must turn in the 
assignment the same day that they are swept.  Every student is also responsible for getting the 
next day’s assignment on the day that he/she is swept.   
 



All students taking AP Spanish or Spanish 201-202 will be held to the standards of dual enrollment 

courses. Therefore, no late work will be accepted whether you are taking this course for dual credit, 

AP credit or neither.  Late projects are NEVER accepted.   

 
Report Cards 
In an effort to conserve resources and harness the capacity of our electronic grade reporting 
program (PowerSchool) district schools will no longer print hard copies of report cards unless 
requested by individual parents. To request a hard copy of your student’s report card, please 
contact the front office at 623-376-3000.  To receive your PowerSchool login, please stop into 
the office with a valid photo ID.  
 

Power School Online Access: 
Grades and attendance may be accessed 24 hours a day online with your Power School access 
code.  Access codes are available in the Counseling Office or Front Desk Monday – Friday 7:00 
AM– 3:30 PM. You may check student progress regularly on the PowerSchool site using the 
same login for one or more students.  For Mountain Ridge parents/guardians without home 
computer access, a computer with guest log-in capability is available in the Counseling 
Conference Room. 
 

Academic Assistance/Office Hours: 
In addition to the Academic Prep times built into our schedule each week, additional 
assistance/tutoring is provided on a weekly basis both by MRHS and individually by instructors. 
These office hours will be posted in the classroom and/or on my website at the start of each 
week. I will demonstrate to the students how to find my availability each week. I also encourage 
your son/daughter to write down my availability each week in their Mountain Ridge planner 
(provided by the school) so that you, too, are aware of my weekly availability. 

 
Daily Device Use (iPads) 
 
Students should come to school with their iPads charged and ready to use in each class every 
day.  Within each classroom, there are three possible technology environments. Teachers will 
identify for students the environment expected during their class period. These environments 
are described below: 
 
Red: No device use allowed.  Devices are to be off and put away.  If a device is out and being 
used at this time, students may receive disciplinary consequences and/or zeroes if appropriate.  
This environment may be necessary for testing or non-electronic based assessments. 
 
Black: Limited device use allowed.  Students may use devices in accordance with teacher 
instruction in a prescribed manner.  Students may be asked to place devices face down on their 
desk until appropriate to use.  Teachers may ask to see students’ open apps and require that all 
apps are closed with the exception of a specific one or two.  Games should not be open in this 
environment unless the teacher indicates a specific game may be used. 
 
Green:  Open device use.  Students may use their device independently to take notes, complete 
assignments, conduct research, communicate with the teacher, check grades, and other 
appropriate educational uses of the device.  Students should not access inappropriate content 
or cause disruption in this environment. 
 



Devices may not be used to record or take photos of other people without their consent.  
Consequences for classroom disruptions and misuse of devices will follow a progressive 
discipline model, beginning with a phone call home and progressing to office referrals for 
repeated or more serious offenses. Students who have devices out during a Red environment 
or during testing, may lose credit on their test or quiz.  See the Student Rights and 
Responsibilities consequence chart in the handbook for more specific descriptions of infractions 
and consequences. 
 
Plagiarism Policy: 

Per page 29 of the MRHS student handbook located in the Lion’s Den via the MRHS app,  

Plagiarism is defined as “To steal and pass off the ideas or words of another as one’s own.” 

Hence the use of any translation tool i.e. Google or any another is considered plagiarism and 

will result in a zero on the assignment. If the infraction continues, a minimum consequence will 

be a loss of credit and a maximum consequence is a 10-day suspension and loss of credit.  Use 

of Google translate or other translator services to do school work is considered plagiarism.   

 
 
Suggested Supplies: pen/pencil, paper, 1 subject notebook for journaling in class, 1 notebook 
(or space in a binder) for cumulative note taking, Spanish/English dictionary to use at home, 
highlighter(s) and flashcards  
 

 

AP Spanish, Spanish 7-8(H), Spanish 201-202,  2021-2022 
Please read the syllabus for this course that can be accessed at:      .  I have read and understand all of 

the guidelines set forth in the syllabus for this class.  
 
Student Printed Name____________________________________  Class Period ________ 
 

Student Signature_______________________________________ 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature____________________________________ 

Date_________ 

 


